
Sponsored By The Parsippany Parents For The Gifted and Talented

1

 May 27, 2014 

 Astronomy Field Trip
Our Astronomy Field Trip was “out of 
th is wor ld” . Specia l thanks to 
Krishnadas Kootale, who put the trip 
together.  We started our night with a 
presentation from Karl Hricko.  Karl’s 
presentation was very informative 
despite all the computer glitches he was 
experiencing.  Krishnadas said, “Karl 
was very  impressed by the level of 

awareness and knowledge of the kids 
and many parents who were actively 
engaged during the presentation. It was 
a very lively group”.

The sky was not really cooperating for 
most of the day as it was hiding behind 
many clouds.  The sky cleared later in 
the night and allowed us to see the 

Moon, Jupiter, Mars and Saturn.  
Krishnadas pointed out that, “Three 
scopes were open showing not only the 
planets but also the Great  Hercules 
Globular Cluster, the Ring Nebula and 
perhaps some other deep sky objects as 
well”.

We hope that everyone enjoyed 
themselves and that we inspired some 
future scientists, astronomers, engineers 
and leaders.  For anyone looking for a 
more local club, there is a Morris 
Museum Astronomy Society  which is 
part of the UACNJ.  They can be found 
at http://www.mmastrosociety.org/
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The 4th and 5th Grade book club is back and as 
engaging as ever!  We had an overwhelming 
response to “In the Sea There are Crocodiles” by 
Fabio Geda.  The book is based on the true story of 
Enaiatollah Akbari and his journey of escape from 
the Taliban in Afghanistan, across the Middle East 
into Europe, and final settlement in Italy.  
Enaiatollah is approximately 10 years old when the 
story begins and since the book is from his 
perspective, the GRO students were able to connect 
with him and appreciate the differences in their lives.  
Jennifer Roth helped moderate the meeting and 
treated the kids to Naan and Chai, experiencing the 
same food that Enaiatollah had when he was in 
Pakistan.  While they ate, the children completed a 
geography  worksheet, figuring out the cities and 
countries the main character visited during his 
journey. 

All of the children engaged in the discussions of 
what parts they connected with the most, 
remembering Enaiatollah’s expedition, and sharing 
where they have traveled to.  At the end of the 
meeting, Jennifer shared drawing samples, explained 
how the cover of this book was created and how the 
publisher determined which idea to choose as the 
final cover.  The night was a terrific learning 
experience for parents and children alike, even worth 
braving the very cold weather!  

Another 4th & 5th grade book club took place at the 
downstairs meeting room at the Parsippany Main 
Library on April 24th. The students read “From the 
Mixed- Up Files of Mrs. Basil E Frankweiler” by 
E.L. Konigsburg. This is a Newbery award winning 
story about a young girl who invites her brother to 
run away from her suburban family to the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art.  There they get 
involved in solving a mystery and get some art 
history along the way. 
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Jennifer Roth and GRO students at the book club

Quiz Kids   May 30                                 
 GRO Picnic June 8



Sponsored By The Parsippany Parents For The Gifted and Talented

3

 May 10, 2014 Volume VII

Parsippany GRO/PGT Gazette

Information Sessions – What 
Are They?
The PGT Information Session Committee, led by 
Sarika Raje, strives to bring fun and educational 
experiences to GRO students and their parents.  During 
this school year we have been able to present some 
repeat sessions as well and some new ones.  In early 
October, we started off with Homework Help.  Rose 
Schulman and Netta Aragona, resident librarians at  the 
Parsippany Main Library, walked our GRO students 
and parents through the intricacies of the extensive 
library database.  The students were able to use the 
terminals in the computer lab to practice researching 
for useful information.  They were then toured through 
the children’s library  which included the dedicated 
GRO section.  In this area, the librarians keep up to 
date materials for the various units by  grade level.  
Make sure to check this area out when your child is 
working on a unit project.

 

In November, we introduced a new annual event, 
Game Night!  This was a huge success as evidenced by 

the packed room of kids playing the dozens of mind 
expanding games set up by Neil Peller of A & W Peller 
& Assoc. The students hopped from table to table 
learning from Neil or teaching each other the various 
games laid out in front of them.  The Mount Tabor 
Chess Club volunteered to teach students the strategies 
of chess and there was standing room only  by  those 
tables. At the end of the night, after the refreshments 
were gone, one lucky student won the raffle and got to 
pick a game of his/her choice, complements of Neil 
Peller. At the end of the year, we switched venues to 
the Lake Hiawatha Library  where we hosted the 
NJAGC (NJ Association for Gifted Children). Scott 
Hobson talked to the GRO parents about the various 
types of thinking, divergent vs. convergent, and how 
this applied to our gifted children in the classroom and 
at home.  He engaged the parents with some fun 
games, riddles and activities where we could see the 
thought process at work.  This was such a well 
received session, that the committee decided to bring 
the NJAGC back in the spring for a follow-up session. 
Please check out the PGT web-site and watch for e-
mails for further information on these Information 
Sessions.

The children’s librarians at the Parsippany 
Main Library

                     Game Night
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The GRO 1st-3rd grade Book Club
The GRO 1st – 3rd grade book club met recently to discuss the Capital Mystery series by Ron Roy.  In 
these books, KC and Marshall solve mysteries.  We talked about how mysteries were a bit like 
puzzles, and you have to be able to find and understand the clues. 

 
We also did some puzzles.  The kids did very well with some of them, like counting the number of 
triangles in the diagram below:
 

 
Some other puzzles they struggled with a bit more, including this one:
 
How many different rectangles can be made by connecting four points in the grid below:  (remember 
squares are a type of rectangle)
 

 
The puzzle portion of the night was so much fun that I think we will be having a night of math 
puzzles sometime soon!
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GROWING INTO GRO
The New GRO Parent Meeting
As the parents of a very curious, bright and eager to 
learn new First grader, transitioning into the Public 
educational system for the first time was a bit nerve 
racking for us, we didn’t  know what to expect.  Prior 
to coming to Mount Tabor, our daughter’s first 
school experience was a very happy and positive 
one. For the last 4 years she attended a Montessori 
School environment, in which she bloomed with 
one-on-one attention in academics as well as a great 
emphasis on emotional intelligence and personal 
development. Hence, it was really important for us to 
find out more about what GRO could offer to our 
child at our Public school. It was a happy moment in 
our household, when UmaSofia, our six year old 
daughter got invited and accepted into the program. 
She loved the whole process, and I quote her, “I love 
taking tests like these ones”. 

Next, came the time to find out if GRO would 
translate into an enriching experience both 
emotionally and academically for our daughter. 
Attending the New GRO Parent Meeting did this and 
more for us. I was able to hear from the GRO 
Coordinator Mrs. Dasti and all of the other GRO 
teachers, their wondrous ideas and how they handle 
the children’s different abilities by grade and 
curriculum. I was pleasantly surprised when the 
GRO teachers talked about the well-researched and 
diverse themes they  are able to explore and learn 
about, grade by grade, all the way to Fifth grade.

It is really enriching and exciting to know the 
possibilities that GRO can offer any child that has 
the extra zest for learning. With all of GRO’s 
wonderful and committed teachers, the opportunities 
offered to our children, with theme related field trips 
and family events make the possibilities endless.  
For example, having a whole section of our main 

Public Library dedicated to the different themes, by 
grade in the GRO program by Mrs. Schulman; and it 
only makes us want to keep moving onto, and 
discover along with our daughter, the next chapter in 
GRO, and see the gift of knowledge through her 
eyes.

We are very thankful to the PGT for their hard work 
in keeping their extracurricular programs like the 
information sessions, gifted fair, book clubs, 
scholarship  and picnic running strong for our 
students. And most of all, thank you to all the 
wonderful teachers that work so hard every year to 
keep  GRO being a successful, fun and enriching 
program for our children. 
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The GRO teachers at the New Parent GRO 
meeting in January
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Annual PGT Gifted Fair 
We had the annual PGT Gifted Fair on January 23rd, 2013.  Despite the severe cold, 13 institutes participated 
in the fair and almost 30 Parsippany families stopped by to meet with them.   We had vendors not only from 
various parts of NJ but also from out of state (Johns Hopkins from Maryland).  The Gifted Fair is always a rich 
source of information for our community. The meeting room in Parsippany Main library, the venue of the fair 
was buzzing with animated conversation between the vendors and the families.  Below is the list of the 
vendors who participated:

  G&T Institute & SEE Camp                                             Math Wizard                                          

  Mad Science                                                                      Computer Explorers                              

  Kumon                                                                               Camp Discovery at FDU                      

  Ed Lee – Financial Literacy                                              Summer Institute for the Gifted (SIG)

  Eye Level Learning Center                                                John Darvie – Artistic Programs 

  International Ivy Summer Program (Caldwell College)  

  Montclair: Academically Gifted & Talented Youth 

Representative from Mad Science 
with GRO students

Vendors at the Gifted Fair
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Robotics Demonstration -March 20, 2014
        At the Parsippany Main Library

Students from three different groups at the Robotics Session 
held at the Parsippany Main Library
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Parsippany - Troy Hills School District

GRO Curriculum Units

FALL/WINTER*    WINTER/SPRING**
  (September –January)                         (February-May)   

1st Grade  (No 1st)      Explorations

2nd Grade  Medieval Times     Math Challenges

3rd Grade  Architecture     Inventions
           
4th Grade  Shakespeare                  GRO Investigators

5th Grade  Archaeology     The Brain
    *  December – Testing qualified students new to district and grade 1
    **  June – Testing qualified students in grades 1-4

Stay Tuned!
If you would like to stay informed about GRO and PGT news and events, we’d love to keep 
on telling you about them! You can request to be placed on our e-mail list by sending an 
e-mail to: pgtparsippany@gmail.com. We value your privacy and will not use your address 
for any reason other than to send you information relating to the GRO program and the PGT.
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